St. Martin de Porres CYO Basketball

2011 - 2012
Dear Parents and Guardians:


Welcome to the 2011-2012 basketball season!  We look forward to another eventful season, including the following:

●  Several pre-season clinics and events, including clinics by Chuck Martin and Paul Lee (Marist), Del Harris and Candice Brown (Vassar) and Matt Paino (Ketcham) and attending Marist men’s and women’s practices with tours of the renovated McCann Center.
●  An encore bus trip in late October to attend a UConn men’s basketball practice in Storrs, CT at Gampel Pavilion, a great opportunity to see Hall of Fame Coach Jim Calhoun and the defending National Champion UConn Huskies prepare for the upcoming season, meet the players, get autographs, listen to key thoughts from Caoch Calhoun, tour the campus, visit the Husky Heritage Sports Museum and have dinner at Willington Pizza.  If you could not attend this event last year, you have another chance!
●  A bus trip to the National Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield, MA in late February…..more details to follow.     
●  The addition of a new boys’ high school league for grades 10 – 12 at Gold’s Gym from 9 to 11:30 AM on Saturdays starting in early October and ending at the end of February.  There will also be a community service component to this league (two events per season) and the opportunity to play teams from other CYO parishes that have high school leagues.  This league would not have any formal practices during the week, but I'm working with Matt Burke to expand youth ministry, which will increase social and spiritual aspects to the league.  Given the elimination of most freshman teams at high schools, this will give the boys the opportunity to continue playing organized basketball should they so desire.  JV and varsity players are welcome, however they would need the approval of their high school coach,  
●  A Kick-off Retreat in early October for all coaches….most likely on a Sunday evening with dinner included…..will focus on enhancing the spiritual aspects of our CYO program…..guest speakers will address the importance of enhancing your relationship with God….plus we’ll discuss future plans for mini-retreats for the kids. 
●  NJ Nets Event:  Given the NBA lock-out, things aren’t confirmed as of early August, but we plan to have an event on Friday, November 25 when the Nets play the NY Knicks.  As in prior seasons, the kids will get to use the Prudential Center court for 2 or 3 hours, man high-five lines for both teams and stand with the players for the national anthem. 

●  A seminar on non-playing careers in sports.....date TBD, but I'm thinking Jan / Feb 2012.  The intent is to get the kids 7th grade and above thinking about careers in general, identifying a career about which they are passionate, the importance of great people skills, education requirements, career progression, work / life balance, etc.  However I would like to expose the kids to meaningful and enjoyable careers in the sports industry, such as sports administration (athletic director and coaching), sports medicine (trainers, physical therapists), media (journalists, television / radio commentators), technological positions (imaging, photography, video), sales and marketing (tickets, strategy) and others.  I'm planning to have a panel of athletic directors, coaches and trainers from Marist, Vassar and AAU programs, sales professionals from the NJ Nets, imaging director from Sports Illustrated, local 
journalists, television personalities and more. 
●  Our 4th annual tournament in late December / January with games at several area colleges, free t-shirts for the kids and a chance for us to donate some profits to those in need.  Parents of travel players are expected to help at least four hours during the tournament.  
Fees

After three years of flat fees, we are increasing fees $10 per player.  Travel fees have also increased to cover additional Archdiocesan fees and to pre-pay for tournaments.  
Todd Middle School for B5-6 and B7-9 intramural leagues and travel leagues
Games will be played at TMS from 11/5 through 2/4, but 2/11, 2/18, 2/25 and 3/4 games will need to be played at a gym TBD, since we won’t have access to TMS on those dates.  Please stay tuned for more information on this as we get into the season, but likely alternatives are Oakwood Friends School and Golds’ Gym.
Playing Up
Only 2nd grade boys and 3rd grade girls can play-up to B3-4 intramurals and G4-6 intramurals, respectively.  All other players must play at their grade level unless grandfathered in.  

Website

Our website www.stmartindeporres-cyo.org continues to be an important source of information for registration, clinics, contact information, our tournament and much more.  Jennifer Kaufmann continues to do a great job on our website!  

Pictures / Yearbook

Please take pictures throughout the year and please send photos to fieldsc@optonline.net throughout the season for inclusion in our yearbook.  If you did not receive a yearbook last year, there is a PDF of the yearbook on our website in the photo gallery.  

Attendance at St. Martin’s Religious Education Classes

Any excessive, unexcused absences by CYO participants from St. Martin’s religious education classes may result in removal from the CYO program until attendance improves and work is made-up.  

Entrance to the St. Martin gym will be through the front of the school.  
With the new cafeteria complete, entrance to the gym will now be through the front of the school.  Parents must prevent their children from running through the school during games or practices.  Security cameras exist in the school and video will be reviewed should there be any damages identified.  .  
Practices
There will be no regular practices at SMDP on Friday’s given the number of dates that we can’t use the gym, which will make gym time even more of a premium.  Intramural games will be played on Friday evenings when the gym can’t be used on Saturdays and Fridays will also be used to make-up practices lost during the week at other gyms.  .  
Everyone associated with our program takes great pride in the quality of our program.  We seek to continually improve our program, so please direct any suggestions to me at 462-8790 or fieldsc@optonline.net.  

Thank you.
Chris Fields

Athletic Director

St. Martin de Porres CYO Program
